
in various activities.        The Hour of Code 

is a global movement 

reaching tens of mil-

lions of students in 

180+ countries.  

STEM, computer sci-

ence, and anatomy 

students took part in 

hour of code this 

week. 

     STEM students 

went to their Satur-

day Academy and 

brought home ribbons 

for 1st and 2nd place 

STEM/MESA Happenings 

Motivation is a key 

factor in students’ 

success at every stage 

of their education, 

and teachers play a 

pivotal role in provid-

ing and encouraging 

it. Of course, that is 

much easier said 

than done, as all stu-

dents are motivated 

differently and it 

takes time and a lot 

of effort to learn to 

get a classroom full of 

students enthusiastic 

about learning, work-

ing hard, and pushing 

themselves to excel. 

For that reason, 

providing motivation 

is a skill that all 

teachers must devel-

op. Here are some 

practical ways for 

teachers to practice 

that skill and moti-

vate their students:   

1.  Be enthusiastic 

about your subject, 

2.  Create a pleasant, 

relaxed and enjoyable 

environment, 

3.  Use achievable 

and relevant materi-

als, 

4.  Have high but at-

tainable expectations 

for your students, 

5.  Help students set 

achievable goals for 

themselves, 

6.  Vary teaching 

methods, 

7.  Make students 

active participants in 

learning, 

8.  Give students a sense 

of control and responsibility, 

9.  Work from students’ 

strengths and interests, 

10. Be caring and supportive, 

11.  Strengthen students’ self-

confidence, 

12.  Be specific when giving 

negative feedback. 

I want to impress upon the  

importance of you finding each  

students motivation.  So  often  

students are unmotivated and   

them find their motivation.  

That is our job as educators.    

I encourage you to help  

students I set attainable goals  

so that they are more motivated  

to excel in your class. 
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College Fact of the Week:  Last 

week we began talking to you 

about the different kinds of col-

leges in California.  This week we 

will provide you with some back-

ground for California Community 

Colleges.    California Commu-

nity Colleges:  The California 

Community Colleges offer a wide 

range of academic and vocational 

courses leading to variety of valu-

able certificates and de-

grees.  People may train for a 

new career, improve their job 

skills, or pursue special            

interests.  Additionally, students 

may complete the first two years 

(freshman and sophomore) of a 

university education with an AA 

or AS degree and transfer  to 

any college or university to com-

plete a bachelor’s degree. We told 

you each had their own specific 

requirements for admis-

sion.  Next week we will share 

those requirements with 

you.   #CollegeCareerCommun

ityReady  

Today the AVID students and 

AVID Excel students were 

treated to a pizza party from 

the administrative team for 

having good grades in all of 

their classes.  There were ap-

proximately 200 students who 

were able to participate in this 

party.  Special thank you to the 

AVID teachers for pushing their 

students to reach these high ex-

pectations.  Way to go students!  

I want to see more students at 

the hot chocolate/movie party in 

January.  #AVIDIsAmazing 

College and Career Corner 
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     On Tuesday, the choir 

students participated in 

their Christmas concert at 

OHS.  Special thank you to 

Superintendent Valdez, 

Mrs. Goosev, Mr. Eddie 

Valero, and Ms. Mary Hel-

en Espino for attending.  It 

was a full house for sure!  

El Monte Middle School had 

all three of their choirs per-

form.  Thank you to Choir 

director, Mr. Atkins and 

Karla Thiessen, Accompa-

nist as well.   

     On Wednesday, the band 

students participated in 

their Christmas concert at 

OHS.  Special thank you to 

Superintendent Valdez, As-

sistant Superintendent 

Goosev, and Assistant Su-

perintendent Drenna by at-

tending.  El Monte would 

also like to thank Board 

President Valero and Board 

Vice President Espino for 

attending as well.  Alt-

hough the guitar classes 

were unable to perform, 

they will be performing at 

our talent show next Thurs-

Choir and Band Christmas Concert 

     Eight talented students 

participated in CyberQuest 

2017 this past Saturday at 

TCOE.  Students used their 

21st Century skills to create 

 fictitious superheros who 

altered the course of history 

as we know it.  Sixth Grad-

ers Heidi Martinez, James 

Estrada, Isaac Rodriguez 

and Teresa Bribiesca cre-

ated The Ancient Lobo, 

which saved the Qin Dyn-

asty from total destruc-

tion.  Seventh Graders 

Giancarlo Vasquez, Joce-

lyn Martinez, Ar Jay 

Macagba and Brianna Se-

gura created Red Star, who 

successfully prevented 

Rome from falling.  During 

the competition both groups 

showed judges their excel-

lent collaboration and com-

munication skills with con-

fidence!    

Cyber Quest Competition 



Calendar of Events 

12/9 - BeYOUtiful Mother/Daughter Conference 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 

12/12 - Soccer Tournament at Liberty 

 

12/12 - 7/8 ELA Benchmark 

             8 Math Benchmark 

             7/8 Science Benchmark 

 

12/13 - 7/8 ELA Benchmark 

             8 Math Benchmark 

             7/8 Science Benchmark 

 

 

12/14 - Talent Show @ 1:30 p.m. 

 

12/14 - Regular School Board Meeting @ 5:00 

p.m. 

 

12/15 - After School Christmas Program @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

12/16 -   Saturday School 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 


